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Challenges of manned 

aircraft surveys

ÅFog and low ceilings

ÅHigh winds

ÅRemote and  

scarce airfields

CURRENT METHODS



TESTED UAS PLATFORMS

Conducted for Steller sea lion surveys

Puma

Fixed -wing

Scout 

Quadrocopter

APH -22 

Hexacopter



COMPARING AERIAL PLATFORMS

Conducted for Steller sea lion surveys

NOAA 

Twin Otter
APH -22 

Hexacopter



ÅHovering capabilities

ÅMaximum payload 

allowances

ÅVertically mounted 

camera

ÅRelatively lower price 

$25,000

APH -22 HEXACOPTER



ÅHexacopter

ÅGround Control Station

ðStreaming live view 

ðBattery level, time, 

distance & altitude, hex 

orientation .

ÅRadio Control 

Transmitter

ðposition & altitude hold

ðcamera fire (2 settings)

ðôcome homeõ and lost 

link 

APH -22 HEXACOPTER


