
 
 
 

12TH MINISTERIAL MEETING  
OF THE ARCTIC COUNCIL  

Reykjavík, 19-20 May 2021 – Media Information 
 
 

This document offers guidance for media representatives attending in person as well as online. Further 
details on online participation will be shared closer to the meeting. Different quarantine rules apply to 
media traveling with the official state delegations. For media traveling with a state delegation please 
refer to the logistical note for delegates. 
 
All arriving passengers entering Iceland must present one of the following upon arrival:  
 
• A negative PCR-test no older than 72 hours prior to departure OR 
• Certification of full vaccination with EMA approved vaccine* OR 
• Test results confirming presence of antibodies* OR 
• Test results confirming prior infection that is at least 14 days old (positive PCR-test result)* 

 
* Please refer to the conditions for valid certification as laid out by the Chief Epidemiologist here. 
 
Additionally, everyone, regardless of immunity status, are required to undergo a PCR-test upon 
arrival to Iceland. All travelers are in quarantine until the test result is returned negative, regardless of 
immunity status. Immunity status will decide what happens once a negative PCR-test has been 
received.  
 
Please note, the modified quarantine for journalists on assignment in Iceland offered by the by the 
Chief Epidemiologist does not apply to journalists covering the Ministerial meeting. 
 
Journalists who are fully vaccinated, have proof of antibodies or previous infection do not need to 
quarantine and can move around freely and interact with other locals. 
 
Journalists who are not vaccinated and do not have proof of antibodies or previous infection must 
quarantine for five days after arrival in Iceland. After five days, journalists may test out of quarantine 
by undergoing a second PCR-test. Only if and once the second test result is negative are journalists 
free from quarantine. 

Badges can be picked up at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs on 18 and 19 May. Journalists that need 
to quarantine for five days, according to the rules outlined above, need to arrive in Iceland no later 
than 14 May.  

When picking up your badge you need to show one of the following upon arrival at the Ministerial 
venue a) valid certificate of vaccination, b) valid certificate of prior infection, or c) proof of date of 
arrival and test results from second screening five days after arrival, in addition you are requested to 
present a valid press card, a badge or a mandate issued and signed by the media that you represent, 
plus an official identity card. 

Rules are frequently being updated, please refer to http://www.covid.is/english for the most updated 
information. Please note that you risk not being admitted into the country and/or the Ministerial 
meeting venue if you do not adhere to these rules.  

https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item43709/Certificates-regarding-previous-COVID-19-infection-that-are-accepted-at-the-border-in-Iceland-from-10-December-2020
https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item44162/Certificate-of-vaccination-against-COVID-19-accepted-at-the-border
https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item43709/Certificates-regarding-previous-COVID-19-infection-that-are-accepted-at-the-border-in-Iceland-from-10-December-2020
http://www.covid.is/english
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MEDIA PROGRAM 

NB! The media program is only available to journalists travelling independently from national 
delegations. Before departure to any of the tours, participants will need to show one of the following: 
a) valid certificate of vaccination, b) valid certificate of prior infection, or c) proof of date of arrival 
and test results from second screening.  

The program is subject to changes and additions or cancellations are possible. A more detailed 
program is available on the Arctic Council website. 

• 18 May, 8:30 AM – 2 PM: Sky Lagoon, Reykjavik City & Sustainable Fishing Practices 
• 19 May, 8:30 AM – 2 PM: Geothermal Power and welcome to the Future - Carbfix & VAXA 
• 20 May, 3PM - 11:30 PM: Volcano Hiking in Reykjanes UNESCO Global Geopark & Dinner 

 
Pre-Ministerial media briefings (online) 

The Arctic Council under the leadership of its six Working Groups and its Expert Group on Black 
Carbon and Methane is organizing a series of four 1-hour media briefings leading up to the 
Ministerial meeting. The four briefings will explore how the Arctic Council contributes to a better 
understanding of Arctic change, including actions it takes to address the challenges facing Arctic 
ecosystems and biodiversity, conservation, health concerns and pollution issues, and how it 
contributes to safe and sustainable development of the Arctic. More information and registration here: 
https://arctic-council.org/en/news/sneak-peek-into-the-new-work-of-the-arctic-council-briefing-series    

• Briefing 1: Understanding climate change in the Arctic and its implications 
17th May 14:00-15:00 Icelandic time. Register here. 

• Briefing 2: Navigating the future of Arctic shipping 
17th May 15:15-16:00 Icelandic time. Register here. 

• Briefing 3: Human health 
18th May 14:00-15:00 Icelandic time. Register here. 

• Briefing 4: Arctic communities setting a path to the future 
18th May 15:15-16:00 Icelandic time. Register here. 

 
Movie event (online) 

On 19 May from 16:00-18:45 Icelandic time, the Icelandic Chairmanship and the Permanent 
Participants invite you to a movie event as part of the virtual social program for meeting delegates and 
accredited media on the Ministerial online platform. The event will include a short documentary on 
the Arctic Council’s 25th anniversary, a panel discussion and a screening of the newly released 
feature movie “The Book of the Sea” (trailer: The Book of the Sea (Animadoc) Official Festival 
Trailer on Vimeo) by Aleksei Vakhrushev.  

 
MEDIA INFORMATION PACKAGE 
Find an overview of the accomplishments of the Icelandic Chairmanship, learn more about the Arctic 
Council’s 25th anniversary and get an insight to the Council’s Working Groups in the Ministerial 
meeting media package, available here: https://arctic-council.org/en/resources/reykjavik/  
 

https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item44162/Certificate-of-vaccination-against-COVID-19-accepted-at-the-border
https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item43709/Certificates-regarding-previous-COVID-19-infection-that-are-accepted-at-the-border-in-Iceland-from-10-December-2020
https://arctic-council.org/site/assets/files/6553/prodrafts-frmzlC739ukbq6N6Rf1nu1iaYFVeuI/arctic_council_ministerial_meeting_2021_iceland_press_itinerary.pdf
https://arctic-council.org/en/news/sneak-peek-into-the-new-work-of-the-arctic-council-briefing-series
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YNIZuQQVQjWEm2VoO6gbeg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XaWnGmOoTje5kEMbw_nYPQ
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DRks668-SXevwz2cUEXn-w
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_t3xF6eToQ7yuujVRudreSA
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8714366/
https://vimeo.com/294771208
https://vimeo.com/294771208
https://arctic-council.org/en/resources/reykjavik/
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We are also excited to announce the Arctic Council’s first edition of Pathways, our new magazine that 
is released at the Council’s Ministerial meetings. The magazine serves as a one-stop shop for Arctic 
issues and showcases the work and achievements of the Arctic Council through a mix of stories, 
interviews and visuals. Printed copies will be available onsite in the meeting venue and the virtual 
edition is available here: https://arctic-council.org/en/resources/pathways_2021/  

VENUE (ONSITE AND ONLINE) 
The Ministerial meeting on 20 May will be held in Harpa Reykjavik, Conference and Concert Hall, 
and streamed live through the Ministerial meeting online platform, which will be available to 
registered delegates. The link to the online platform will be shared with all registered and confirmed 
participants in due time.  

Interview settings for onsite and online interviews will be set up in the press conference room and in 
the meeting room. For specific interview inquires for the Foreign Ministers of the Arctic States, please 
refer to the points of contact listed below. For interview inquiries for the Heads of Delegation of the 
Indigenous Permanent Participants and for the Chairs of the Working Groups, please get in touch with 
the Arctic Council Secretariat (media@arctic-council.org) 

COLLECTION OF BADGES (ONSITE ONLY) 
Please collect your media badge at the Icelandic Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Rauðarárstígur 25, 
between 15:00 to 16:00 on 18 and 19 May. Journalists travelling independently from a national 
delegation will need to show one of the following; a) valid certificate of vaccination, b) valid 
certificate of prior infection, or c) proof of date of arrival and test results from second screening, in 
addition to a valid press card, a badge or a mandate issued and signed by the media that you represent, 
plus an official identity card when you pick up your badge. Journalists travelling with a national 
delegation are required to present a valid press card, a badge or a mandate issued and signed by the 
media that you represent, plus an official identity card. 

You will need to wear your badge at all ministerial events. 

MEDIA CENTER 
Onsite  

The Media Centers are located at Harpa and will offer to journalists: 

• Media info desk
• Working area
• Wi-Fi
• Livestream from the Main Meeting Hall and the press conference. Due to health regulations,

media will not have access to the meeting room before or during the Ministerial meeting.
• Simultaneous interpretation into English and Russian is available on the online stream, media

requiring interpretation from English to Russian are asked to use their own device to stream
the video separately.

• Snacks and refreshments

https://arctic-council.org/en/resources/pathways_2021/
https://en.harpa.is/harpa/
https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item44162/Certificate-of-vaccination-against-COVID-19-accepted-at-the-border
https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item43709/Certificates-regarding-previous-COVID-19-infection-that-are-accepted-at-the-border-in-Iceland-from-10-December-2020
https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item43709/Certificates-regarding-previous-COVID-19-infection-that-are-accepted-at-the-border-in-Iceland-from-10-December-2020
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A media package with background information about the Icelandic Chairmanship, the Arctic 
Council’s 25th anniversary, the Council’s Working Groups can be found and downloaded here: 
https://arctic-council.org/arcticministerial2021  

 
REQUEST FOR INTERVIEWS AND MEDIA CONTACTS 
An updated list will be provided on the meeting application. 

Foreign Ministers 

• Iceland: Mr. Sveinn H. Guðmarsson, Press Officer, tel. +354 695 2790, 
sveinn.gudmarsson@utn.is  

• Russian Federation: Mr. Iosif Kokoev (+7 926 871 81 91), dip@mid.ru  
• Canada: Media Relations Office, Global Affairs Canada, media@international.gc.ca  
• Kingdom of Denmark: 

o Denmark: Sissel Christine Søe Böss, sisbos@um.dk  
o Greenland: Jacob Isbosethsen, Head of Representation, tel.: (+354) 6655610, 

JSIS@nanoq.gl  
• Finland: Mr. Jeri Aalto, Special Adviser, tel. +358 50 472 0725, jeri.aalto@formin.fi  
• Norway: Ms. Ane Haavardsdatter Lunde, Communications adviser, Norwegian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, tel. +47 976 71 250, Ane.Haavardsdatter.Lunde@mfa.no 
• Sweden: Ms. Julia Eriksson Pogorzelska, Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Press Office, 

julia.eriksson.pogorzelska@gov.se  
• United States: Lawrence Pixa, Foreign Service Officer | Policy and Public Outreach 

U.S. Department of State | Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs, PixaLD@State.Gov, tel.: (+1)202-531-4514 

Other 

• The Arctic Council Secretariat: Kristina Bär, Communications Officer, tel. + 47 911 203 70, 
Kristina@arctic-council.org, Jessica Cook, Public Relations Officer, +47 948 57 805, 
jessica.cook@arctic-council.org  

• Iceland's Arctic Council Chairmanship: Sveinn H. Guðmarsson, Press Officer, tel. +354 695 
2790, sveinn.gudmarsson@utn.is 

• Media accreditation: Arctic Council Secretariat, media@arctic-council.org  
• Media center: Sveinn H. Guðmarsson, Press Officer, tel. +354 695 2790, 

sveinn.gudmarsson@utn.is; Áslaug Karen Jóhannsdóttir, tel. +354 865 6295, 
aslaug.johannsdottir@utn.is  

• Special program for international media: Kamma Thordarson, kamma@green.is, +354-760-
1006, www.greenbyiceland.com 

 
  

https://arctic-council.org/arcticministerial2021
mailto:sveinn.gudmarsson@utn.is
mailto:dip@mid.ru
mailto:media@international.gc.ca
mailto:sisbos@um.dk
mailto:JSIS@nanoq.gl
mailto:jeri.aalto@formin.fi
mailto:Ane.Haavardsdatter.Lunde@mfa.no
mailto:julia.eriksson.pogorzelska@gov.se
mailto:PixaLD@State.Gov
mailto:Kristina@arctic-council.org
mailto:jessica.cook@arctic-council.org
mailto:media@arctic-council.org
mailto:sveinn.gudmarsson@utn.is
mailto:aslaug.johannsdottir@utn.is
mailto:kamma@green.is,%20+354-760-1006,%20www.greenbyiceland.com
mailto:kamma@green.is,%20+354-760-1006,%20www.greenbyiceland.com
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COVID-19 MEASURES  

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, certain health protocols will have to be observed prior and 
upon arrival in Iceland. Please find the most up-to-date information on entry regulations and 
quarantine here: https://www.covid.is/english  
 

Health protocols the Ministerial meeting  
 
All media representatives are expected to undergo a PCR test on arrival at the border. As vaccinations 
do not guarantee protection for everyone inoculated and the concerns that vaccinated individuals 
could still possibly transmit the virus, this requirement applies to everyone.  
  
Media representatives who can present a valid attestation of vaccination, of having antibodies or 
present positive PCR-test results older than 14 days (proof of prior infection) may be able to enjoy 
less severe quarantine restrictions, provided their PCR test result at the border proves negative.   
 
The Reykjavik Ministerial meeting will be held in modified quarantine according to Icelandic 
legislation. That entails special arrangements with respect to arrival and stay in Iceland from 18 May 
until 21 May for official delegations and supporting staff. These arrangements will include special 
rules for transport organized by the host, limited mobility outside of the designated hotel and meeting 
places, and a strict ban on interaction with the general population in Iceland.  
 
All media not travelling with official delegations, will have to adhere to regulations in place for 
general travel. In addition to the aforementioned requirements, current regulation requires all 
passengers arriving in Iceland from high-risk areas (all countries except Greenland and the Faroe 
Islands) to self-quarantine for five days and undergo a second PCR-test at the end of their 
quarantine. Fully vaccinated individuals (with vaccines approved by the European Medicines Agency) 
and those who can show proof of prior infection only need to be quarantined until a negative result is 
obtained from the border testing.  
 
To ensure the safety of all delegates and the local community, the Icelandic Chairmanship will 
continue to work with Icelandic health authorities to define a set of health protocols for the Ministerial 
meeting. These are likely to include but may not be limited to, the following: strict social distancing 
protocols, temperature screening, protocols on the use of face masks, and protocols for interaction 
between delegations. Further details on the modalities for the modified quarantine applicable to the 
Ministerial meeting will be provided closer to the meeting.   
 
 

https://www.covid.is/english
https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item44162/Certificate-of-vaccination-against-COVID-19-accepted-at-the-border
https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item43709/Certificates-regarding-previous-COVID-19-infection-that-are-accepted-at-the-border-in-Iceland-from-10-December-2020
https://www.landlaeknir.is/um-embaettid/greinar/grein/item44162/Certificate-of-vaccination-against-COVID-19-accepted-at-the-border
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